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A Baker County Wildflower
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Penstemon cusickii






FAIR USE STATEMENT


This site may contain copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the copyright owner. I am making such material available in an effort to advance understanding of environmental, political, human rights, economic, democracy, scientific, and social justice issues, etc. I believe this constitutes a ‘fair use’ of any such copyrighted material as provided for in section 107 of the US Copyright Law.
 In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, the material on this site is distributed without profit.
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The Fascist Defines Fascism




"Fascism should rightly be called Corporatism as it is a merger of state and corporate power": Benito Mussolini









Voltaire on Freedom



"...So long as the people do not care to exercise their freedom, those who wish to tyrannize will do so; for tyrants are active and ardent, and will devote themselves in the name of any number of gods, religious and otherwise, to put shackles upon sleeping men." Voltaire, François Marie Arouet (1694-1778), Philosophical Dictionary, 1764








Darwin on Effect of Early Brainwashing


"It is worthy of remark that a belief constantly inculcated during the early years of life, whilst the brain is impressible, appears to acquire almost the nature of an instinct; and the very essence of an instinct is that it is followed independently of reason." - Charles Darwin, The Descent of Man, 1871







It was impossible to save the Great Republic


"But it was impossible to save the Great Republic. She was rotten to the heart. Lust of conquest had long ago done its work; trampling upon the helpless abroad had taught her, by a natural process, to endure with apathy the like at home; multitudes who had applauded the crushing of other people's liberties, lived to suffer for their mistake in their own persons. The government was irrevocably in the hands of the prodigiously rich and their hangers-on; the suffrage was become a mere machine, which they used as they chose. There was no principle but commercialism, no patriotism but of the pocket."
Mark Twain









E.O. Wilson on population growth and sustainability


  "The raging monster upon the land is population growth. In its presence, sustainability is but a fragile theoretical construct." - E.O. Wilson
  






Jefferson on Corporations




“I hope we shall... crush in its birth the aristocracy of our moneyed corporations, which dare already to challenge our government to a trial of strength and to bid defiance to the laws of our country.”


 ~ Thomas Jefferson, letter to George Logan. November 12, 1816







How despicable and ignoble war is



Heroism at command, senseless brutality, deplorable love-of-country stance, how violently I hate all this, how despicable and ignoble war is; I would rather be torn to shreds than be a part of so base an action!  -  Albert Einstein








Do not despair due to hostility or exclusion



Do not despair due to hostility or exclusion by popular, small minded, or greedy men and women, simply because they reject or cannot understand your truths. Stand up and declare your reality, in defiance of their ignorance and self-serving falsehoods. -- Chris








Anger Looks to the Good of Justice


"He who is not angry when there is just cause for anger is immoral. Why? Because anger looks to the good of justice. And if you can live amid injustice without anger, you are immoral as well as unjust." -- St. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) Aside from the fact that Thomas thought heretics should be put to death ;-) he really has hit on something here!
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	* A Viewable List of My Photos on CalPhotos
	* My Flickr Photostream
	A Scott Horton's [New] Radio Show
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	Palestine Today
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	Reader Supported News
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	Skeptical Science
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	The Intercept
	The Oregon Map
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	TomDispatch Audio & Video
	War In Context
	World Socialist Web Site
	jon elmer audios
	naked capitalism
	what's left (SR. Gowans)








Ben Franklin on Free Speech


"In those wretched countries where a man cannot call his tongue his own, he can scarce call anything his own. Whoever would overthrow the liberty of a nation must begin by subduing the freeness of speech." -- Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790) US Founding Father - Source: Dogwood Papers







"Making people love their servitude"


Aldous Huxley Quote From "Information Clearing House:"

"There will be, in the next generation or so, a pharmacological method of making people love their servitude, and producing dictatorship without tears, so to speak, producing a kind of painless concentration camp for entire societies, so that people will in fact have their liberties taken away from them, but will rather enjoy it, because they will be distracted from any desire to rebel by propaganda or brainwashing, or brainwashing enhanced by pharmacological methods. And this seems to be the final revolution." - Aldous Huxley, Tavistock Group, California Medical School, 1961






The weak do what they must. . .


"The strong do what they will, and the weak do what they must." - Thucydides (c. 460 B.C. - c. 395 B.C.)







Sustainability and Population Growth




  
   



"A sincere concern for the future is certainly the factor that motivates many who make frequent use of the word, "sustainable." But there are cases where one suspects that the word is used carelessly, perhaps as though the belief exists that the frequent use of the adjective "sustainable" is all that is needed to create a sustainable society."
 

 "Can you think of any problem in any area of human endeavor on any scale, from microscopic to global, whose long-term solution is in any demonstrable way aided, assisted, or advanced by further increases in population, locally, nationally, or globally?"
 Professor Al Bartlett, emeritus Professor of Physics at the University of Colorado at Boulder





     
     








The Primary Political Question: "Who benefits? Who pays?"


To cut through the cant of "responsibility," we must ask the double question "Who benefits? Who pays?" This is the first question to ask when a politico-economic system of distribution is proposed. It focuses our attention on operations and their consequences rather than on words. The answer to this double question largely defines the properties of a system. We take it as axiomatic that every social action entails both gain (profit) and cost (loss). We can indicate the way profit and loss are distributed by three alternative verbs: privatize, commonize and socialize. -Garrett Hardin 1985






Thomas Paine on the Defense of Custom



Perhaps the sentiments contained in the following pages, are not yet sufficiently fashionable to procure them general favor; a long habit of not thinking a thing wrong, gives it a superficial appearance of being right, and raises at first a formidable outcry in defense of custom. But tumult soon subsides. Time makes more converts than reason.
 From the Introduction to Common Sense, January 10, 1776









Taking A Position Because It Is Right


Cowardice asks the question - is it safe? Expediency asks the question - is it politic? Vanity asks the question - is it popular? But conscience asks the question - is it right? And there comes a time when one must take a position that is neither safe, nor politic, nor popular; but one must take it because it is right. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.






Galbraith on Respectability


“Political conservatism benefits from the deep desire of politicians, Democrats in particular, for respectability -their need to show that they are individuals of sound, confidence inspiring judgment. And what is the test of respectability? It is broadly whether speech and action are consistent with the comfort and well-being of the people of property and position. A radical is anyone who causes discomfort or otherwise offends such interests. Thus in our politics, we test even liberals by their conservatism.”
- John Kenneth Galbraith








They love the liars and hate the truth,  Mencken





"The men the American people admire most extravagantly are the greatest liars: the men they detest most violently are those who try to tell them the truth." - - H. L. Mencken - (1880-1956) American Journalist, Editor, Essayist










a lie so subtle


"Observance of customs and laws can very easily be a cloak for a lie so subtle that our fellow human beings are unable to detect it. It may help us to escape all criticism, we may even be able to deceive ourselves in the belief of our obvious righteousness. But deep down, below the surface of the average man's conscience, he hears a voice whispering, 'There is something not right,' no matter how much his rightness is supported by public opinion or by the moral code." - Carl Gustav Jung






Repression works only to strengthen and knit the repressed,


"And the great owners, who must lose their land in an upheaval, the great owners with access to history, with eyes to read history and to know the great fact: when property accumulates in too few hands it is taken away. And that companion fact: when a majority of the people are hungry and cold they will take by force what they need. And the little screaming fact that sounds through all history: repression works only to strengthen and knit the repressed." -John Steinbeck - Grapes of Wrath






Need to write an Oregon Public Records request?


Click on this link and they will write a request for you:

Open Oregon.com







FORGIVENESS


“Its hard to give,
Its hard to get,
But everybody needs a little forgiveness.”
Patty Griffin - from "Forgiveness"








American “Democracy” and Responsibility


"we also have to be precise about the roadblocks that keep people from acting responsibly: A nominally democratic political system dominated by elites who serve primarily the wealthy in a predatory corporate capitalist system; which utilizes sophisticated propaganda techniques that have been effective in undermining real democracy; aided by mass-media industries dedicated to selling diversions to consumers more than to helping inform citizens in ways that encourage meaningful political action." - Robert Jensen, Professor of journalism, University of Texas at Austin. From Op-Ed, July 8, 2008













OUR UNDISPUTED OVERLORDS


“Big money and big business, corporations and commerce, are again the undisputed overlords of politics and government. The White House, the Congress and, increasingly, the judiciary, reflect their interests. We appear to have a government run by remote control from the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the National Association of Manufacturers and the American Petroleum Institute. To hell with everyone else.” - Bill Moyers - PBS Commentator






The Politics of Anti-Semitism


The Politics of Anti-Semitism, edited by Alexander Cockburn and Jeffrey St. Clair, confronts how the slur of "anti-semite" has been used to intimidate critics of Israel's abuse of Palestinians. It includes essays by Uri Avnery, Edward Said, Michael Neumann and Bill and Kathy Christison and more.






Get "The Politics of Anti-Semitism here:


	Counterpunch Books
	Amazon








"If a nation values anything more than freedom, it will lose its freedom"


"If a nation values anything more than freedom, it will lose its freedom; and the irony of it is that if it is comfort or money that it values more, it will lose that too." -- Somerset Maugham






Is It For Freedom?


	http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J96q9ICwRY0








Geiser Grand Hotel on Historic Main Street
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One Face of Baker City






The Other Side of the Tracks
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Another Face of Baker City






Human Insensitivity, Arrogance, Ignorance, Greed and Folly


There is perhaps no more certain sign of human insensitivity, arrogance, ignorance, greed and folly than the constant growth and destructive expansion of human populations across the globe—a self-worshiping, voracious cancer that continues to plunder and trash our planet and its creatures while almost imperceptibly picking away at the very support systems of life as we know it. - Me (and many others before)






Chris
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Holding forth....






About Me
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Christopher Christie


	Baker City, Oregon, United States
	I am a nature photographer specializing in wildflowers, birds, and other criters. 

Some of my wildflower and other photos can be found at:

http://www.flickr.com/photos/christopherchristie/sets/
And
http://calphotos.berkeley.edu/cgi/img_query?where-photographer=Christopher+Christie

These photos can be downloaded without charge for personal use and are used  for educational purposes in the publications of many organizations, most often for free.

My professional training is in microbiology (BS Microbiology, Honors / Distinction in) and medical technology. I have worked as a microbiologist, medical technologist and Greyhound bus driver. In the late 1980's I grew over 100 native species in a small nursery. Besides identifying, photographing and growing native plants, I enjoy birdwatching, gardening and hiking in the Great Basin and local mountains. In the fall and winter, I used to do raptor counts along the Burnt River in the Hereford area for the East Cascade Bird Conservancy.




View my complete profile






Remember What We Are Not And What We Can Be


“We are swimming with the snakes at the bottom of the well -
So silent and peaceful in the darkness where we fell -
But we are not snakes and what's more we never will be
And if we stay swimming here forever we will never be free”
Patty Griffin - from "Forgiveness"








Mysteries
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Pictograph From San Rafael Swell, Utah






Endangered Peninsular Bighorn Sheep
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Bighorns in Anza Borrego State Park, CA, 1998






Not One More Death, Not One More Dollar
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Message On Main Street to End the War






Peace On Main Street
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Need money For Schools?
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Winnie Moves to New Meadows, Idaho
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In 1944 Winnie's house at the logging camp was moved on the back of a truck. In those days, logger's homes were often moved from camp to camp on R.R.flatcars or trucks.
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Time In Baker County, Oregon
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Mixed Blessings: The land & political culture are slow to change.




















